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PAARAgraphs 


Celebrating 60 years as a real ham radio club—-Since 1937 


Newsletter for the Palo Alto Amateur Radio Association, Inc. 


CALENDAR 


PAARA Auction (see page 92) 


PAARA Meeting, 7:30 
Menlo Park Recreation Center 
700 Alma Street, Menlo Park 7:30-9:30 PM 


PAARA Special Event Station (see page 89) 


PAARA Board Meeting, 7:30 
Red Cross Blvd. 400 Mitchell Ln., Palo Alto 


PAARA Meeting, 7:30 
PAARA Board Meeting, 7:30 


PAARA Meeting, 7:30 
PAARA Board Meeting, 7:30 
PAARA Winter Party 


Program 


November 7, 1997 
7:30 P.M. 


Speaker: 
Jim Maxwell (W6CF) 


Vice Director * Pacific Division * ARRL 


“New Legislation Affecting Amateur Radio.” 


PAARA Radio NET every Monday evening, at 8:30pm, 
on the 145.230-600 repeater MHz, PL tone off. 
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PRESIDENT'S 
PONDERINGS 


de VIC BLACK, AB6SO 


In August, 1996 the FCC announced 

safety regulations concerning Amateur 
Radio station RF exposure. Those rules required an evaluation 
of the RF energy radiated from most stations running 50 Watts 
or more peak envelope power (PEP). The rules listed maxi- 
mum RF exposure allowed, averaged over specified time 
frames. All stations were to be in compliance by January, 
1997. That date was later changed to January 1, 1998 to allow 
time to add questions to license exam materials and for the 
ham community to become educated about the new regula- 
tions. 

In August, 1997 the FCC issued NEW regulations after an 
ARRL petition to scale power limits by frequency. All stations 
still have to comply with the exposure limits, but most stations 
will be exempt from routine evaluations. Beginning January, 
1998 any station filing a: Form 610 for a new license, license 
renewal or station relocation must be in compliance at the time 
the Form 610 is signed. Existing stations have until September 
1, 2000 to fully comply. 

Not only has the timeline been changed, but the threshold 
power limits were also revised. Power levels that trigger the 
need for a station evaluation have been raised in most cases 
and are now frequency dependent, thereby keeping more in 
line with good science rather than poor legislation. 

ee on ' page Lisp eee as 


meet wih us at 


PAARA 7: 30 
Ps dea 


88 


PAARAgraphs November 1997 


Celebrating 60 years as a real ham radio club—-Since 1937 


Miscellaneous Dates 


Flea Market at Foothill 
(schedule will be listed in the Spring) 
PAARA Palo Alto Amateur Radio Association 
meets 1st Friday 7:30 each month, Net 145.230 each Monday 8:30, 
contact: Vic Black, Jr. AB6SO, (415)366-0636. 
PAARA Auction, Saturday, November 1, (tentative) 
contact Vic Black, AB6SO, (415)366-0636. 
EMARC Electronics Museum Amateur Radio Club 
Meets 4th Friday 7:30 each month, 
contact Sheldon Edelman 415-858-2176, Edelman@richochet.net 
NCDXC Northern California DX Club 
Meets 2nd Friday each month, repeater for member info 147.360, each 
Thursday 8:00PM, contact Bob Mammarella KB6FEC 408 729 1544. 
NorCalQRP Norther California QRP Club 
Meets Ist Sunday each month, contact Jim Cates 3241 Eastwood Rd., 
Sacramento, CA 95821. 
Perham Foundation, contact Jeery Tucker WA6LNV 415-961-3266 
SPECS Southem Peninsula Emergency Communication System 
Meets each Monday 8:00PM on Net 145.27, 224.36, 440.80 MHz 
contact Mike Hastings KB6LCJ, 408-243-6745 or 408-249-6909. 
SCARES South County Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
Meets 3rd Thursday 7:30 each month, San Carlos City Hall. 
Net is. on 144.45 & 444.50 (PL-100) 7:30 Monday evenings. 
contact Dick Collins K6ANN 415-393-8952 
SCCARA Santa ClaraCounty Amateur Radié ‘Association 
‘Operates W6UU repeater 146.385+ Nets: 2m, W6UU, 7:30.Mon; 10m, 
28.385, 8:00 Thur. Meets 2nd Mon each month. Contact Jack R 
SVECS Silicon Valley Emergency Communications 
.° Operates WB6ADZ repeater (146.115 MHz+) 
“- contact Lou Stierer WA6QYS 408 241 7999 
_WVARA West Valley Amateur Radio Association 
-. operates W6PIY repeater 147.39+, 223.96, 441.875, 1286.2 
_c. Meets 3rd Wed every month. Contact Glen Lokke Jr. KE6NBO 
= at 408 971 8626, or glokke@pacbell.net 
Disaster Services, pavo auto cuapter, American Red Cross 
Meets 3rd Wed. each month 7:30PM, HF, packet, BBS, ATV, OSCAR 
Gateway, NASA satellite, Contact Alan Ball 415-688-0423. 

SAN JOSE CHAPTER. American Red Cross 
contact Scott Hensley KB6UOO, 408 249 7093, fsh@richochet net 
VE Exams, 3rd Saturday each month, 11 AM, 145.23- PL=100Hz 
American Legion Hall,.651 El Camino Real, R.C. 

contact Joa KB6O0WG. 


CELEBRATE PAARA’S SIXTIETH 


“60 for 60” 


GET ON THE AIR 


Have at least 60 QSO’s between July 1 and Dec 31, 1997 
Any band-Any mode-Simplex only -no repeater contacts 
Submit log showing date, time and other station’s call 


Specially designed certificates 
will be awarded in early 1998 
No confirming QSL’s required!! 


FIRST WINNER 
STEVE STUNTZ, K6FS 


Palo Alto Amateur Radio Association, Inc. 
PO Box 911 


Menlo Park, CA 94026 


.. (415) 366-0636 
i (415) 369 2633 
Secretary... Dave Bailey, WS6W.................. (408) 730-5215 
TReASULEL A. .<.cssessseee Doug Schliebus, W6HXL............ (415) 851 0727 
Trustee/Property/Badges..Fred Canham, K6YT ........ (415) 948-9238 
ARES Officer.......... Lily Anne Hillis, N6PGM ......... (415) 325-5484 
Club Historian......... Steve Stuntz, K6FS...........0.0...... (415) 322-4952 
botewvexinics 4 sstveteisiecosen 415) 599 1842 


Board of Directors 
John Buonocore, KD6ZL (415) 366 1658 '97 


Fred Canham, K6YT (415) 948 9238 '97 
Charles Grandjean, WD6FAF “98 
Steve Stuntz, K6FS (415) 322 4952 '97 


(see “Calendar” for Board meeting times, visitors welcome) 


PAARAgraphs Staff 
aeabensavesnad Wally Porter, K6URO..................(415) 494 7038 
Database............ Bill McEthinney, KA6LZ1.............. (415) 325 9808 


PAARAgraphs e-mail address: . wmporter@aol.com 


The Board Minutes 


Dave Bailey (WS6W), Secretary 
PAARA Board Meeting October 8, 1997 


PRESENT: 
Vic Black (AB6SO)- Pres. DaveBailey(WS6W)- Sec. 

Doug Schliebus (W6HXL) Treas Charlie Grandjean (WD6FAF) 
Fred Canham (K6YT) Steve Stuntz (K6FS) 

Bill Rausch (AAGPA) Wally Porter (K6URO) 


ABSENT: 
Dave Meacham, (W6EMD) V.Pres. John Buonocore (KD6ZL) 


The meeting was called to order by Vic (AB6SO). The 
September 10 PAARA Board meeting minutes were read by 
Dave (WS6W). The following correction was made: 

Item 6 under Other Business was clarified to say that the 
one raffle winner will choose one prize among three. The 
other two prizes will carry over until the next month, and 
the club will buy a prize to replace the one chosen. 

Wally (K6URO) gave the PAARAgraphs Editor's report. 
We currently have 108 paid members for 1997. 

Old Business: 

1. The Autumn Auction will be held Saturday, November 
1. Vie (AB6SO) distributed a list of volunteers. Gerry 
(WA6LNV) made flyers to advertise the auction. 

2. Dave (WS6W) said that Bill (N6CHI) and Dan 
(WB6STW) won net operating awards this month. 

3. The License Class will be held October 25 and 26. Vic 
(AB6SO) will get in touch with Dan (WB6STW) to get the 
VE's set up. 

4. The Special Event station for the club's 60th anniver- 
sary will operate on November 8. The location was not 
determined, but operation can be from more than one 
location. Vie (AB6SOQ) has a portable setup to use if the 
weather is good. 

5. Dave (WS6W) gave the Officers’ Nominating Com- 
mittee Report. Doug (W6HXL) wants another term as 
treasurer, and Dave (WS6W) is willing to stay on as 

(Continued on page 89)Board Minutes 
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(Continued from page 88) Board Minutes 

secretary or serve as vice-president next year. The bottom line 
is that we need at least two more officers and one more board 
member. If nobody volunteers to be president, the president 
will be chosen among the board members. 

New Business: 

1. The meeting raffles will be reinstated in January, 1998. 
The vice-president, treasurer, or refreshments person can be 
in charge. The treasurer might be the best bet since a fair 
amount of money is handled. 

2. The winter party will be held in the middle of January. 
Several locations were proposed. Fred(K6YT) will investi- 
gate Shoreline Harbor. Dave (WS6W) will investigate the 
Bold Knight. Charlie (WD6FAF) will investigate the Coun- 
try Harvest Buffet.in Santa Clara. 

Other Business: 

1. We cannot store video equipment at the Menlo Park 
Recreation Center any more. Steve (K6FS) has the equip- 
ment at his home. 

2. Steve (K6FS) mentioned that hams can renew licenses 
on-line using the Form 900. This form, available only elec- 
tronically, can be used at most 120 days before the expiration 
of the license, and not after. 

3. Vie (AB6SO) said that Jim Maxwell (W6CE} will be 
our speaker in November and Mike Leland (KD6PEW) will 
speak on rail-fanning in December. 

The meeting was adjourned by Vic (AB6SO). 

Submitted by Dave Bailey (WS6W) 
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Special Event Station 
November 8, 1997. 

PAARA will be celebrating i 

i 


rer itene 


re rtererg 


60th Anniversary 


with a Speciat Event Station on Saturday, November 8. 
Operation will be on SSB in the General Class portion off 
xthe 40, 20, 15 and 10 meter bands using the club callsigng 
. If enough operators are available, we will also 
use VHF and UHF bands as well. Come on out and operat 
$regardless of your class of license. Control operators will be 
available so that you won’t need to be General Class in 
order to operate. Unlicensed third party operators are 
Iso welcome while control operators are in charge. Other- 
‘wise, contact us on the air to earn your commemorative 
ificate. 
equests for certificates are welcome at the club address: 
PAARA, PO Box 911, Menlo Park, CA 96026. 
Contact Vie Black AB6SO for further information about operating. 
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(Continued from page 87) Ponderings 
Power levels that trigger a routine station evaluation: 


Band 
(Wavelength) 
160 M-40M 
30M 
20M 
17M 


Transmitter Power 
(W PEP) 
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12M 
10-1.25M 
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33 cm 


8 3 


13 cm and up 


Note‘that everyone should be exempt from routine evaluation 
on 30 Meters as the power limit on that shared band is 200 
Watts. Evaluations are not required for push-to-talk. portable 
and mobile stations. Hams are fortunate since we are allowed 
ta perform our own evaluations. No paperwork must be filed 
with the FCC. Commercial spectrum users must comply with 
more stringent environmental regulations. : 

Power control regulations are intended to ensure public 
safety. Some see them as a conspiracy by the EPA to take away 
freedoms and exercise more control over our personal lives. 
Others see them as just another set of pro-forma government 
regulations to be ignored, if. possible. In any case, compliance 
could become a real problem if your neighbors decitte to invoke 
RF exposure limits in an antenna zoning argument. This has 
already happened in one local case in which.a prostate cancer 
patient claims that his neighbor is trying-to kill him with RF 
even though the underlying hidden agenda may actually in- 
volve a dispute over the view from the property. 

How difficult is it to comply? Fortunately, not very. Hams 
who find that their stations are non compliant may “adjust their 
power, mode, frequency, antenna location, antenna pointing or 
on-and-off times to bring their operation into compliance”, 
according to October QST. 

Evaluating your station is not very difficult if you find that, 
because of your power level, an evaluation is called for. The 
FCC has a web page devoted to RF safety exposure. (Go to 
http://www.fec.gov/oet/dockets/et93-62/) The ARRL RF safety 


web page is available at (http://www _.arrl.org/news/rfsafety/) 
For those without web access, the ARRL has an “RF-Exposure 


Information Package” available from the ARRL Technical 
Department Secretary. Cost is $2 for members or $4 for 
non-members, postpaid. This may become available from ham 
radio stores in the near future. 

To help you perform a station evaluation, the University of 
Texas Amateur Radio Club has set up a web page at (http:// 


(Continued on page 91)Ponderings 
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submitted by: Dave Bailey(WS6W), Secretary 


President Vic Black (AB6SO) called the meeting 
to order, and the introductions were done. We had 
several first time attendees this evening: Dave Rice 
(WN6NW), Conrad Weiss (NN6CW), Paulette 
(KE6CFW), Doug (KA6FJ), and Mary and Clay Ripma. 
Ron Carmichael (KD6RFI) upgraded to Advanced Class 
and has a new call, KQ6RS. 

Announcements: 

1. Koert Koelman (KC6WCD) is very ill, and everyone 
signed a copy of PAARAgraphs for him. Our best wishes go 
to Koert and his sat 

2. The PAARA B _ Meeting will be this Wednesday, 
October 8, at the Pale Alto Red Cross Building at 7:30 pm. 

3. The VEC License classes scheduled for October 18 are 
cancelled because of a conflict with Pacificon. 

4. The. PAARA New Ham Class will be held October 25 and 
26 at the Pale Alto Red Cross. Bill (AAGPA) is one of our 
instructors. If you want to be a student or an instructor, talk to 
Vic {AB6SO). 

5. For club badges, see Fred (K6y7). 

_6. Jim Maxwell (W6CF) will be our speaker next ponth. 
mitter Hunt this Saturday, Qdober 4, There will be a besnner 
hunt and a Doppler hunt. 

Continuing Business: 

1. Dave (WS6W) gave the Nofilpating Committee report. 
We need two more officer candidates. If anyone is interested 
in running for office or serving on the Board, talk te Dave 
(WS6W), Charlie (WD6FAF), or Wally (K6URO). 

2. The Autumn Auction will be held Saturday, November 1, 
in the Shriner's Hall in San Mateo. Gerry(WAGENV) wants 
flyers distributed to all of the atmateur radio stores and events 
this month. = 


Vea PAARA Meeting Minutes 
fi October 3, 1997 


An Special Event Station will 
operate Saturday, November 8, « ‘on the General Class segment 
of 40, 20, 15, and 10 meters (SSB). Novice, Tech, and Tech 
Plus operators are especially needed. A certificate will be 
issued to those who contact the station. 

4. Fred(K6YT) mentioned that the club call W60TX ex- 
pires in July, 1998, and that he will renew it. 

5. The PAARA Winter Party will be held in January, 1998. 
New Business: 

1. The meeting raffle will be reinstated next month. There 
will be three high quality gifts from which one winner can 
choose. One new gift will be purchased for the next month to 
replace the one chosen by the winner. 

2. Les (WB6ORZ) gave the Monday Night Net operating 
awards to Herb (KF6BKL), Len (WAGHLE), and himself 
for checking into the net at least 20 times in 1997. 


(Continued on page 94) Meeting 


XL ‘ de Vic Black, AB6SO 
o. AS Three hobbies, stamp collecting, coin 
v.24 
\¥ ee courage knowledge of geography. In order 
-~ \ to help you understand geography better 
available on the Internet. 
pais Arneson K8SD offers (http://hem.passagen_.se/ 
the ARRL grid map] I found a program by SM3GSJ. It allows 
you to build a Great Circle Beam Heading grid map from your 
ARRL map for those running Windows 3.1 or Win95. Handy 
for pointing the antenna, too.” This message came from the 
Subscribe to the VHF list at (vhf-request@w6yx. stan- 
ford.edu/) The human list administrator is at (vhfapproval 
hing a Gabriel WB4EXW sent the following e-mail mes- 
e: “Depending on what you are looking for, try: (http:// 

(http://www.mapquest.com/) I find it to be almost great!” de 
Jack Bryant WSTFB. Try (http://www. mapsonus.com/) “In 
the setup portion, you can tell it to give you the lat/long of your 
address.” de Norm Melick. Ed Pacyna W1AAZ says, “Try 
dress.html) Unless the address is very rural, you will Bet the 

detail you want.” 
place names to latitude/longitude for the US and Canada: “The 
US Geological many Beeeraphic name information service 
h ; 


<0 collecting and amateur radio, especially en- 
we'll look at some free map sources 
sm3gsj/gcm. htm/) He says, “While doing some searching [for 
coordinates. VERY COOL. It has far more detail than the 
VHF list. 
@wé6yx.standford.edu/) 
wawzinge or_http://www.city.net/)) Enjoy.” “Another is 
(http://wc4.webcrawler. _com/WebCrawler/Services/FindAd- 
Ron McConnell, W210L offers the following for converting 
oN query: 


rm.html) has coordinates for every big rock, small <a 
ae cemetery, ... in the US that has a name, not just cities 


and eid ne Canadian counterpart is the geographic name 
Canada: - ine eat 
ish/c 


server ~ Natural Resources 


3B. r This would: ‘be: a.terrific resource = use in 
conjunction with your GPS receiver. It’s also perfect for deter- 
mining your location in VHF contests that require Maidenhead 
grids as part of the exchange. 

Brad Mugleston KBOROL offers an entire list of map 
sources. “If you are looking for a map of a particular address, 
these web sites will help you. 


http://www. vicinity.com/mapblast/index.html 
http://www.mapquest.com/cgi-bin/ 
http://mapweb.parc.xerox.com/map/ 
http://www.delorme.com/cybermaps/ 
http://www.city.net/countries/united_states/ 


http://www.geocode.com/eagle.html-ssi.” 
After you find the maps you need, look up addresses from the 


next message I received from Bill Jones KD7S in Sanger, 
California. “I stumbled across a URL that has a good listing of 
(Continued on page 91)WANDERINGS 
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(Continued from page 90))WANDERINGS 

surplus electronics and computer parts stores in California’s 
famous Silicon Valley area. For those planning a visit, you 
may want to check this web site first. I have visited many of 
the stores personally and they are wonderful. 

The URL (courtesy of KC Engineering) is (http:// 
www.kce.com/junk.htm/)” September, 1997 QST features an 
update article by PAARA member and QST Contributing 
Editor Jack Troster W6ISQ on the NCDXF/IARU HF 
Beacon program. The worldwide 18 station beacon network is 
now nearly complete with 16 stations currently active on 14.1, 
18.11, 21.15, 24.93 & 28.2 MHz. Each station transmits, in 
timed sequence every three minutes, its callsign, and four 
dashes. The first dash is at 100W output, and the other three 
are at 10, 1, & .1 Watt out. [Dis 22WPM CW. For info on the 
beacon program, see_(http://www.ncdxf.org/) 

Bob Follett’ AB7ST of Park City, Utah tried a shareware 
program which makes the HF .beacon system use very easy. 
He reports, “To REALLY make propagation monitoring from 
your QTH easy there is a. Windows program that goes with 
this stuff called BeaconCleck. It, in real-time, displays the 
calisign transmitting with beam heading and distance from 
your QTH. I have it loaded, and it has the option to “try to 
stay on top” of all other windows screens. I can watch it as I 
type this E-mail! Of course your computer clock has to be 
accurate, but they give you.an easy way to make small 
adjustments from WWV. Or, use a modem clock setting 
program, as I do. Yes, you gotta have Windows 3.1 or Win95, 
but if you do—there is no excuse for not running this pro- 
gram!” This program is available for downloading free from 

(http://www.mutadv.com/kawin/pages/benclk. htm/) 

Have you been spammed (ie. sent unwanted e-mail com- 
mercial advertisements)? Avoid unsolicited e-mail ads. Go to 


(http://drsycs.com/nospam/) for “Internet Spam Control Cen- 
ter” or =“No  Junk~ E-Mail” ..at  (http://pages 
Tipco.com:8080/<gir/nojunk. html); Thanks for these tips 
from Mark Pipes KB7RJF in Reno. 

“Antennas is a mailing list (reflector) devoted to dis- 
cussing, comparing, evaluating, designing, and constructing 
antennas of all types, especially for amateur radio, SWL, 
scanning, and monitoring. Design and Evaluation; Modeling, 
Optimizing; Analysis Software; MF, HF, VHF, UHF, SHF; 
Construction Projects; Anything Else Antenna Related. 

To join Antennas, send email as follows: 

TO: majordomo@qth.net 
SUBJECT: <leave blank> 
BODY: subscribe antennas 


Post to Antennas as follows: 
TO: antennas@qth.net 


Antennas is sponsored by Al Waller K3TKJ and routine 
administrivia is handled by me, Brian K_ Short. 
(k7on@gqsl.net). Enjoy.” 

Last month I mentioned the folded monopole antenna 
fashioned by avid op Dr. Rogerio “Roger” Gonzaga 
CTIETT with help from PAARA member Dave Meacham 
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W6EMD. Apparently his antennas work. Roger earned sec- 
ond place in the world for Single Op QRP Phone Division of 
the ARRL International DX Contest. He also rated a photo of 
his well equipped hamshack in October CQ magazine, page 
LE. 

Finally, this important e-mail message was received from 
Ernie Gregoire AAITK of Canaan, NH. “Hello Gang. The 
deadly H-bola virus (H- for hams) has killed tens of thousands 
of hams. This conclusion was reached after a 4 hour session 
on 15 meters. I programmed the CMOS III keyer to pause for 
5 seconds between unending CQ’s. I got [only] 4 takers. The 
band was open coast to coast. I had two chats with W6 
stations, one in Arizona and one in XE1. The XE1 was QRP 
and running 5 watts. RST was 579 both ways. There can be 
only one explanation [for this lack of activity]: the deadly 
H-bola virus has killed most of the hams.” ©°° 


SS a EES Ee RS RE 
(Continued fram page 89) Ponderings 
www.cs.utexas.edu/users/kharker/rfsafety). Fill in requested in- 
formation such as transmitter power, antenna gain and distance 
the antenna is located from:people. The web software automati- 
cally calculates your station’s field strength and informs you if 
you are in compliance. If you are not in compliance, it will 
comply. The FCC will soon issue simple look up tables 
(Bulletin 65 Amateur Supplement) to make it easy to evaluate 
your station. For more RF Exposure Safety information, see 
October, 1997 QST, page 51. 

On the 25" of September PAARA members Dan Curry 
WB6STW and WorldRadio columnist Jack Troster W6ISQ 
were seen hobnobbing with well known DXers and contesters 
at a local pizza parlor (Give Pizza Chance). Qwner Rusty 
Epps W60AT, a driving force behind the World Radio Team 
Championship and former PAARA guest speaker, assembled a 
group of about 20:hams from all over the US to ragchew about 
DX. Eric W6DU brought Swedish operator Eric SMOAGD 
who left the next day for a DXpediton to Kure Atoll to operate 
as K7K. Check their photos in Oct. CQ, page 77. Also present 
was Trey N5KO who operated from the Galapagos Islands as 
HCS8N where he placed second for Single Op, High Power 
during the World Wide CQ DX Contest. Steve Morris 
K7LXC, CQ Contesting magazine antenna Tower Editor, flew 
in from Seattle for the confab. One discussion topic was plans 
for the California QSO Party. Bob Wilson N6TV of WRTC 
Team USA was promoting participation in the California QSO 
Party for the No. Calif. Contesting Club to ensure representa- 
tion from all California counties. 

Dave Bailey WS6W, our Officers’ Nominating Committee 
Chairperson, is looking for a few people with dynamic ideas to 
become club officers and board members for the 1998 calendar 
year. Duties include one low stress board meeting per month 
plus duties of the individual offices. If you are interested in 
giving back to the club which has given you so much, don’t 
hesitate to contact Dave. Since he’s our Net Control Operator 
for the Monday night PAARA Net, he’s easy to contact.oo© 
See a RE SD 
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PALO ALTO AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATON 


AUCTION & 
— 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 1 9:30A.M. 


San Mateo Shriners’ Center 
1925 Elkhorn Court, San Mateo,CA 
Hiway 92 to El Camino South; turn Rt on 20th-one blk 


HAM RADIOGEAR ELECTRONIC PARIS 


TEST EQUIPMENT RAFFLE PRIZES 
COFFEE & DOUGHNUTS SERVED 
DOORS OPEN AT 7:30 A.M. 


= GAGLSNO 169.08" 
Flea Market Table Space $10.00 Each. Some tables available. 


AUCTION CHARGES: 10% OF SALES PRICE. BUY BACK 
SUBJECT TO $5.co MAX. CHARGE PER LOT. 


Join us for pre-meeting eyeball 


QSO Nov 7th 


PAARA MONDAY NIGHT NET 


gab & gobble 8:30 PM 145.230-600 MHz repeater 


6 pm— at Su Hong Restaurant 
1039 El Camino Real, Menlo Park 


PL tone off 
Latest news between monthly issues of PAARAgraph 


B 
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PAARA: Palo Alto Amateur Radio Saaiatiols P. O. Box 911, Menlo Park, California 94026-0911 

Fal lub meetings are on the first Friday of each month, 7:30pm at the Menlo Park Recreation Center, 700 Alma Street, Menlo Park, CA.e Radio | a 
eNET every Monday evening, at 8:30pm, on the 145.230-600 MHz repeater, PL tone off.e Membership in PAARA is $12.00 per.calendar ad : 
_ Which includes a subscription to PAARAgraphs.e Make payment to the Palo Alto Amateur Radio Association. 


PSA NES RTE 
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ARRL Online 


. > W) From ARRL Headquarters: 
ARLS033 Sputnik model launch update 


New information indicates that the launch of a working 
model Sputnik 1 from the Russian Mir space station won’t 
take place until early November. According to information 
received today from Sergei Sambourov, chief of the cosmo- 
naut Amateur Radio department for Russia’s Energia space 
agency, the Sputnik 1 model will be launched November 3 
during a spacewalk, although he cautioned that schedule 
could change. The model Sputnik, assembled by students in 
Russia and equipped with a 2-meter transmitter by students in 
France, now is aboard Mir. It was carried to the space station 
last week by a Progress supply rocket. The program sponsors 
initially intended to have the working Sputnik model 
launched from Mir on October 4, the 40" anniversary of the 
original Sputnik 1 satellite. 

The Sputnik-40, as it’s called, reportedly will be hand- 
released by the Mir crew during the space walk. Latest 
information indicates the mini-satellite will transmit a “beep- 
beep’’ signal on 145.82 MHz (FM) from its 200-mW onboard 
transmitter. The batteries are expected to last a month or two. 
A QSL card will be available for those who receive the signal. 

For additional details and photos see: 


http://www.oceanes. fr/~fr5fc/spoutnik. html 
ARLB058 electronic renewal Form $00 


Hams now can renew their licenses on line. The FCC’s 
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (WTB) has consoli- 
dated eight renewal forms into one form. Form 900, Applica- 
tion for Electronic Renewal of Wireless Radio Services Au- 
thorizations, is an interim measure to permit all WTB li- 
censees, including hams, to renew their licenses electroni- 
cally. 


PAARA PRIDE 


wear your 


PAARA Badge 
to 


meetings, picnics, field days, winter parties, ham fests, 
flea markets, Pacificons... 


PAARAgraphs Ad Rates 


PAARAgraphs accepts paid advertisements from non-members. 
(short personal ads remain free for members in good standing) 
All ad rates listed are per issue only. 
1. Not for profit ads by association members for ham-related items and wants. No 
for business card size ads (additional space at $2.50 per business 


2. For Profit organizations and/or individuals: $5-business card size, $25-half page, 

$50 full page or back cover. 

These fees may be reduced or waived in exchange for a valuable consideration that 
is given to the Association or its general membership. Such consideration must be in addition to 
any existing arrangements with the association. 

The PAARAgraphs editors reserve the right to reject any ad deemed to be not in 
the best interest of the Association. All fees are for "scanner-ready" copy or text-only ads. 
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: PAARA NEEDS A LOGO 2 
* For 60 years we’ve been anonoymus; it’s high time we showed @ 
& off our unique identity. So get busy — CREATE! Come up with 3 
@ a design that reflects our eclectic interests and can be easily } 


‘ reproduced. The winner will be immortalized by publication in @ 
3 PAARAgraphs forevermore. : 
v 


@ HAVE AT IT, GALS & GUYS 9 P44R4 Historian -Steve K6FS 


? ? 
OTOP PPO SHO OSE TOOTG 7909000000 


605 SPAR DRIVE 
REDWOOD CITY 
CA 94065 


(415) 593-2652 
HmOffice/Fax 


(408) 534-4285 
V.M./Pager 


BOB KGRTE 


RGK4U@aol.com 


SXDXDADABABA DADA PARA BAA IA DKA Bee ek IK De BE 


LYNN JOHNSON CONSULTING 


(want to buy Excess Electronics 


Connectors, ICs, Semiconductors, Components, 
PC hardware & accessories, Late Model Test 
Equipment, OEM Excess Electronic Materials. 


PO BOX 21409 
San Jose Ca 95151-1409 


408-274-3559 VOC-FAX 
Email, tyntec@ccnet.com 


Lud Indihar 

Store Manager 
Excess Solutions 
430 E. Brokaw Rd 

San Jose, CA 95112 
408 / 573-7045 

408 / 573-7046 Fax 


We Buy & Sell EXCESS Inventory 
New Location! 


Chris Chalfant 


Manager 


1062 Linda Vista Avenue * Mountain View, CA 94043 
Telephone (415) 969-0510 » (408) 744-1333 » FAX (415) 964-6973 


2 
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PAARAgraphs November 1997 


Celebrating 60 years as a real ham radio club—-Since 1937 


September 30, 1997 


TREASURER'S REPORT 


| dun.87° Jul.97° Aug.97: Sep.97_ 97 YTD 


12’ 42 saa 


Speakers Dinner | 
Flea Market 
Auction 
Refreshments 


|... $206), $6,368 


ee: 
$11,630 $103! $316; $54 


Expenses $9,135 $865 $434 $432 $206! 


Net Return ($762) ($118) ($420) ($152) $1,694 


Balance in Checki $3,855 $5,673 $5,098 $5,103 $4,693 $4,693 


) ! 

i | | 
Income and expenses are on-track with last year, 
‘November Auction will boost 1997 income. 


COMMENTS: 


Doug Schliebus, K1DIT, ex-W6HXL 


(Continued from page 90) Meeting 
Operating News: 

1. Dan (WB6STW) contacted NMSOCIA, the special event 
station for the 50th anniversary of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, and received a 59 signal report. Steve (K6FS) also 
contacted them. Dan also received a 59 report from K7K on 
Curry Island on 20 and 15 meters. Eric (SMOAGD) was the 
operator on that island, where one can only go by permission. 
He also worked Bruce (VK4BS), one of the County Hunters 
in Australia and New Zealand; Lou (EA3JE) in Barcelona on 
20 meters; and Wally (RIANZ) in Antarctica. 

2. Vic (AB6SO) heard the Russians on the Mir Space 
Station on NA6MF (145.585 MHz) rebroadcast from Moffett 
Field. 

Show and Tell: 

1. Vie (AB6SO) showed his SST20, a complete 20 meter 
superheterodyne transceiver. It puts out 2 watts CW and uses 
a variable crystal oscillator (VCO) for tuning. The covers 
were made on a computer and laminated with Contac.» » » 


SAM SAYS 


CQ QRP de KF6ML 


(continued from last month) 


Francisco was running 5.4KW plate input, an- j 
other ham commented, “today with cw."5 watter" gets 
as many QSL cards as 250w." 

On August 17, 1923, an Australian, A2DS made a 1,200 
mile contact on less than lw. 240m cw. Even today, 1,200 
miles per watt on 160m will raise a few eyebrows. 

On February 1924, another Australian 2CM conducted 
1,500 mile tests from Sydney to New Zealand with 4 milliwatt 
input! In our solid state age, this sounds like a weak transis- 
tor. 

USA came into the picture later in 1924 with the first 
official sanctioned QRP activity- "Miles per watt/ efficiency 
contest,” as reported in QST: 


May 1924 9AHH (MN) 400mi. .51w = 782miles per watt 
Dec 1924 3AIH (NJ) 208mi. .08w = 2,600mpw 

June 1925 SAQW(OK) 300mi. .0Sw= 6,000mpw 

1926 8GZ 10,000mi. .567w = 17,820mpw 


note: 8GZ is none other than Larry Windom of Windom antenna fame 
We jump to 1955-1961 and the transistor age. 

W7UUZ 200mi. 2.5mw = 80,000mpw 

ZLIAAX 160mi. Imw = 160,000mpw 

W7MPQ 4,500mi 24mw =187,500mpw 

Bibliography: "History of QRP" by Adrian Weiss WORSP 
(note: A few years ago, Adrian was honored at Dayton 
Hamvention and became a QRP Hall of Fame member) 

From these humble beginnings, with the advent of inexpen- 
sive IC's, low cost and suitable performance projects are being 
developed - many into articles in various publications and 
some emerging into kits. Whether you find a favorite circuit 
and hunt around for parts or buy a kit - if you built it with 
your own hands, it is home brew and you can be proud of 
yourself - once for building it and then operating it as a QRP 
contact. 

72's Sam KF6ML 
(continued next month) 


Bring a Show & Tell 


to the next 
PAARA meeting 


2. Herb (KF6BKL) showed his J-pole antenna. 

3. Andy (VE3FZK) told about the transmitter hunt he and 
Andreas (KF6NEB) went on this week to track down some 
jamming on a local repeater. It turned out that the culprit was 
just a repeater gone haywire. 

Since there was no speaker this evening, the meeting was 
adjourned by Vic (AB6 SO). 
Submitted by Dave Bailey (WS6W) 
Fa RS a a 
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Steve Stuntz K6FS 


Extract from: K6FS log, 7/1 to 12/31/97 


NOTE: all contacts GIRP on 20m SSB; 
radio: MFJ 9420 xcvr & 971 tuner. 

QTH/NOTES 
nr Seattle 
nr St. Paul 
Alaska 
nr Albuquerque 
Wwva 
Columbus OH 
nr Wash. DC 
Truk 
Redwood City 
Anchorage AK 
Christchurch NZ 
(Australia) 
Perth, W. Aus. 
Littleton CO 
Llano, TX 
nr Buffalo NY 
Dryden ONT 
Hickam AFB HI 
Fayettville AR 
NZ 
Vancouver BC 
Beaverton WA 
Anchorage AK 
Tucson AZ 
Roswell NM 
Wells NY 
Constanta, Romania 
Nanaimo BC 
Coeur d'Alene ID 


$0 SN ONE SE 


VA - CIA 50th Spl Evt 
E Greenwich RI 

Coco Beach FL 

nr Jacksonville FL 
Barcelona, Spain 
Queensland, Australia 
So. New Hampshire 
Q. Charlotte Is..BC 

Q Charlotte Is.,.BC 
Christmas Is. 

Nina AR 

Mexico City 

Kobe, Japan 


WVA 


AWARD 


To celebrate our 60th year: 
PAARA members making 60 contacts July 1, 1997—December 31, 1997 
All bands, any mode (except repeaters). Submit log or photo copy showing date, 
time, freq., call, name and QTH. QSL not required. You will receive our 60 year 
award from PAARA..More info at November meeting. 


BE AN ARTIST 
WIN FAME & FORTUNE! 


A real PAARA contest 
design the 


certificate 


Let your imagination/ingenuity run away - get out the 
pencils, pens, crayons, magic markers, water colors, 4}! 
' sketch-pad, whatever - a real challenge computer artists - qj 
| M4 show what you can create! 


i Submit as many designs as you wish - entries will be 

M judged by a panel of “experts”. The winner will receive a 4 

prize worth having and maybe possible publication in 
QST. 


Format: 8.5x11 (standard letter size) preferred. 
Colors: you bet 


-3919 


VE3FZK 97 
A 94062 


C, 


ity 


Andy Korsak 
504 Lakemead Way 
od Ci 


edwo 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 


November lst 


ham radio club Since 1937 


Palo Alto Amateur Radio Association, Inc. 
Celebrating 60 years as a real 


PAARAgraphs Newsletter 


P.O. Box 911 


PAARA AUCTION 


November 1997 


933 N. Euchd St 
(714) 533-7373 


Victory Blvd. at Buena Vista 
Timi west t-5 


OAKLAND, CA 94606 
2210 Uvingston St. 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 
Mark. KE6OFP, Mgr 
1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 


SAM DIEBO, CA 92123 
5375 Kearny Villa Rd 

(619) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 

Tom, KMBK, Mgr 

Hwy, 163 & Claremont Mesa 
SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 

Ken, K1ZKM, Mar. 
KOM@HAMRADIO.COM 
Lawrence Expwy. 

So. from Hwy. 101 


WEW CASTLE, DE 19720 


RT 13 1/4 mi , So. 1-295 
PORTLAND. OR 97223 


Earl, KETOA, Mgt 
Tigard-99W exit 
trom Hwy. 5 & 217 


DENVER, CO 80231 
8400 we. #9 


Gary, WB7SLY. Mgr 
1m east of 1-17 


John, KB4NUC, Mgr. 
Doraville, 1 mi no. of 1-285 


WOODBRIDGE. VA 22191 
Washington D.C. area 
14803 Build America Or. 
{703) 643-1063 


Exit 161, 1-95, So. to US 1 


SALEM, WH 03079 
Boston. MA area 
224N. Broadway 


AZ, CACO, GA, VA 
residents add sales tax 
Prices, specifications, 
descriptions. subject 

to change without notics. 


* TS-50S - World's smallest HF T 

+ 100W out. (90W TS-60S. S0mHz only) 

* SSB. CW. AM. FM 

*12VGen Cov RX. 6.4 Ibs, 7 16x24x9 32 
* 105db dynamic range. 100 Mems 

* Opt ext ant tuners available (TS-50S only) 


Call Now For Our Low Pricing! 


TH-79A(D)owssonr 


*27W 2M 2W 440 
* SW Optional 


2 User Friendly Menu Sys 
CALL NOW FOR 
INTRO SPECIAL! 


TH-22AT 


* Ultra Compact 
* 2M HT. 5W opt 
* 40 Memones 
* Encode Built-in 


CALL NOW! 


COAST TO COAST 
FREE SHIPPING 


UPS - Most Items Over $100 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 


COME VISIT 


THE STORE 510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 
NEAREST YOU: (408) 736-9496 
. (800) 854-6046 


DJ-G5T_ amiss 


10-706 Hee transcewver 

* 100W HF 

* 100W 6 Meters 

* 10W 2 Meters 

Call For introductory Pricing! 


DX-70T i transceiver 


Sac a Sn ERE FER 
100W 160-10 Mtrs * 10W 6M. Gencov. Rx 
ton Full SK, 100 Mems »* Compact, Remotable 


h © Digital LPF and HPF Dual VFO, 12VDC + 6 2 Ibs. 
* Built-in AC supply 
h 


Call Now For The Ultimate Radio! 


'¢ YAESU | 


FT-51R FT-50R 
2M/440mHz HT 2M/440mHz Compact HT 
* 2W standard * Alpha numeric display 
+ 5W Optional 

5 a Numeric 


ET-1000MP ut transcewver 


* Enhanced Digital Signal Processing 
+ Dual RX 


+112 Memories 
+ Mil-Spec 


* HiSpeed scanning 


* Coded SOL built-in Call For 
Collins SSB filter built-in 
Special Low introductory *100W. Power supply bustin 
Pricing! Pricing! Call Now For Low Intro. Pricing! 


